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EUROPE.
THE ALABAMA DIFFICULTY.

England Still Excited Over Mr.
Sumner's Argument.

Present Condition of tlic BritishArmy.

THE APPROACHING FRENCH ELECTIONS,

Tlie Canard steamship Amtralasian, Captain
Cook, from Liverpool May 8, via Queenstown the
wth, and the Hamburg steamship Hammonia, CaptainMeier, from Hamburg Mar 5, and Havre the
8th, arrived here yesterday. They bring details of
our cable telegrams up to dales of sailing.
The monthly return of the Imperial Ottoman Bank,

just published, shows a notable decrease in the issue
U1 tl3UUU9,

Aa extensive robbery of arms has taken place in
Belfast, Ireland. Five arrests have been maile on

Eusplclon.
Important Fenian document* have been found on

a tenant farmer named John Kosa, who was arres:edat Sheen, county Sligo, Ireland.
Tiio employes of the Hotel de Vine, Paris, are on

a strike, because they have been ordered to work at
ni<rht during the time of the elections.
Disturbances caused by soldiers are now so frequentin Parts that the public demand that they

snail be deprived of their side-arms when otT duty.
iiaron Ferdinand Swit has just been tried at Venice

for an outrage on religion and the propagation of
scepticism by an article published in the Rayioiie,
and in which he attacked the sacraments of the eacharistand baptism, lie has been condemned to
two months' imprisonment and 600 francs tine.
The workmen of Marseilles have written a letter

to Mr. Ferdinand de Lesseps, in which they express
deep recrret at his appearing aa a candidate in the
coming elections. The letter was presented to him
i' his lint*) hp n ilr>nntatinn. inoamoinled br abonL
1.500 men.
The new Paris journal, La Rappel, which has ju9t

been brought out by Victor Hugo's sons has
already incurred the displeasure of the French
gover raent, the second number having been seized
for an article it contained by M. Henri Rochefort.
The Cretan chiefs concerned in 'he late insurrection,and sentenced to fifteen years' imprisonment,

were released from prison on the 6th instant.
Hie I'aris Patrie has received information from

the Hague that satisfaction is felt there with the resultof the recent negotiations between France and
Belgium, especially with the right the former is
iibo.it to possess of sending direct trains from Paris
to Am> urdam. The works by which the Dutch line
will lx» connected with the Belgian are proceeding
rapidly.

Tlie S e n Free Press publishes a letter from the
edor of the Austrian Military Magazine as a preliminaryyet authentic explanation of the clrcumstaices surroun ling the recent publication <Jf a de.?patch of Count Bismarck, sent In cipher from
Nicolsburg to the Russian Ambassador in Paris on

June 20, l -06. The letter states that this document
was not made public by order of Count LSeust, but
by the Commander-in-Chief of the army, to whom
a copy taken tr<ra the original telegram during
ransnus-ion through the Austrian lines had been
forw rdeil.
A Par's correspondent draws attention to the fact

that although Paris returns only nine members there
re no tcwer than eleven bnndred candidates in the

fieid, with every prospect of the number greatly increasingin a tew days. The explanation is that an
elector is forbidden by law 10 attend any electoral
meeting out of the district in which he votes. In
the c;i8" of candidates, however, this prohibition Is
set aside Hence the number of candidates who
have sudde It come orward In Pari*. most of
w,;om. it may be ass aie merely electors
uiteut upon evad.ng the law.

ENGLAND.

Tbr A1 hmnn t'ln'ms.The Mom-nt oum Ifucv
lion . Tli Eniilinli Arm; - lit I'l-cm-iil
Slrcnijlli-IIow l)!ii>«iril.Irrlund no liimgrr
Miii plying lireruilir.Con Eii|l;inil 4>o to

Wat <
Lojrnos, May 8, 1S89.

At the preseit time, when relations between Kngandand tlte l'i lt<-i K'a'.ea are not nnllkeiy to heroinemore or less complicated, it may not be uninterestingfor thote on the western side of the
Atlantic to know exactly what Is the rea strength
< f the forces, by land and by sea, that the British
government has at its d'sposai. Cpon the exact*
ticss of the statements which 1 will give yon yo»r
readers may rely. Whether the conclusions I draw
from the fa- ts before ine are Jvst, th >se who understandthe value or our defences are as competent, or
innrc mi. tn.in I am to form an oblnlon. In Kntr-
ami, unfortunately for us. the vast majority of men

Know so little, or arc so little, respecting the real
strength of our army a> <1 navy 'hat it Is only when
an emergency anp*» they t<og'n to learn from the
public press wi at wc reahv have at our disposal.
John Bull p ivs l» r what lie believes.or
what other* lielleve lor him.to be an

army and a navy or sufficient numbers and
of good enough discipline to repel any Invader,
and even to make war on a small but respectable
scale upon any other nati >n. Every ten or fifteen
years he wakes up to find that lie is under the greatestpossible delusion; and tiever was * cojntry in a
more comp el: mys'.iflcaMon than England now is as

to the streug'h of her forces. for whlrti she pays so

much. Let us tlrst begin by looking at the state of
our urmy.

lu my letter of tne 1st Instant 1 mentioned that
whereas we pay £!.">, l.T*. 17'J (or saf, in round namliers,*15,000,0 0 for an army of 6 15j men and
14 118 horses, tlie I'rencli pay over i. 00 ooo lesmwey lor an army of 4W,o«W men, a reserve of
IV),ooi men and lui.ow horses. Tnis of Itself
would be i>ad enough. Cut when, as i shall prove
to you presently, for mis enormous outlay wc are

quite defcnceleM, and our best military engineers
admit that u foreign army landed in England conld
In three days march uyon London and possess itself
of the very centre aud heart of tho empire, you will
allow that we have tiot muck to pride ourselves
upon, elth'T In our regulars, our nnlltia or our

volunteers. Far be It Irom me to say that our reigriar army Is lm'in<'leiit. I lielicvo IImM, taking nto

consideration its paucity or numbers, u is me nncst
and best disciplined force In Europe. liui Its strength
l» a mere not ilnu. particularly at the present day,
when modern wurlnre demands that vast bodies ot
men should lie ina^Ned together, and that, without a

lane batcher's bill, even tue most complete victory
is hardly word having.
on paper tin English army looks magnificent.

Tiro reglmeuts of lire guards, one of horae guards,
even ot dragoon guards, twenty-one of hnasars and
lancer* thro® of foot guards, tot regiments of Infantry,tu ce of v\e<t in lian corps, one of Ceylon rifle*
and one « Cape mounted rifles, make up together
a:i antiy ot which even a first class European I'ower
need not bo attained. Hut all these magnificent
numbers form really one large sham. Our so-called
r i-gunents aif. with reitain exceptions, mere battasons a Frm h or PrtisMtn legiment M made
up ot three or i»ur battalions, each battalion num
b»nrg 4no or ;.oi or mw men. Our English regimeit* con 1st ot but one battalion each, and there is
11 niiyn baitohon in our army that can number
moie ttian mki bayonets. When you read In our
?fTi!i1 ? >».<*. lnra,llry has heen assembledat Aliltrshot or elsewhere the wonls mean. In actualuuinliers, that tliri's battalions, t-a«h consisting of

that an
»u«ik» " v. n-r'tii or ivi<i men,which lnjuat tue itmngth o( a French or l'rmeiauregiment.

liut. to enter more Into details, let me give youome Idea of how the Kngiish army is composed amihow it I* dlspoted ol throughout the worm. Vouwill then tw able to Judge aa to whether we could
apareany. aa<l, If any, Dow man?, men for any uu

iperedwar, whether offensive or defensive.
our infantry of the line.which, aa in all armlet,la the r*tk\ working force of our land lorcrn.oonsuti

of 1W raguuenu. Uf tb«M twenty-Ova regimeuu

I
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have second battalions an I two have each four
battalions. TIih would make a grand total of 140
baUullons, eacii being able to bring about 700
effective wen into ihe flelu. To these must
be added seven battalions of guards, making
a total of some 6.000 rata; so that
the whole of the regular lnrantry, guards
and ltue Included, number 103,000 or 104,000.
iinri »>» m.Mvi* tu dfleihi Kngland, Irflan I and
Scotland from any foe Hit* force would be more
thau ample for all we want. Hut wlien you w
member that there are in India aloue fifty-three
battalions, tliai fifteen are In Ireland, live at tne Cape
of Good Hope, 9eveu In Canada, and three on the
West India Islands, besides others iu CUiua, Janau,
Australia and New Zealand, It will be seen that our
effective strength is very small indeed, and liiat wo
could not.I have the word of an officer on high
staff employment at headquarters for the factsenda force of 10,ooJ troops away at mis momentunder a month's notice, and we could not
spare a man more than 10,000 U our very existenceas a nation depeuded upon It.
Tate, for instance, Canada. Let us suppose tnat

country to be threatened with an invasion. Of
course, as was the case when the Trent "difficulty"
occurred, troops would bo sent there post haste, and
very admirably equipped they would no doubt be.
Hut what would be their numbers 1 We might, at
the very utmost, spare six battalions of sou men
each ami two regiments of ca\ airy, each numbering
not more than oju effective dragoons. These, with a
a couple of batteries of artillery, would make
up a force of.taking the outside limit.R.ooo
men ; and to do even this much we should nave to
weaken our Irish garrisons far more than is prudent,
and to retrain for a couple of seasons trom sending
the usual reinforcements of troops to India, where
the climate alone expends European soldiers far
quicker than they can be replaced from Knglantl. to
say nothing of the continual petty wars iu that laud,
by which we are ever losing inen.
In Canada we have at the present moment one

regiment.less than 300 strong.of cavalry, at
Toronto; three battalions of infantry at Montreal,
two battalions in New Krunswick, one at Quebec,
one battalion at Toronto, aud one at Halifax. Xiesidesthese there are at Kingstou the Canadian
Rules, and between Montreal, Quebec, Toronto, London(Canada West), New Brunswick, Halifax aud
Kingston there are two brigades of artillery; in all
say *,000 men, to which we could seud as a reinforcement,at the very outside, some 8,000 additioual,
What would all these be to defend a vast country
like Canada from an invading foe, whose basis of
operations, aud whose depot of provisions were close
at hand? And remember that when we liad done
tiiia much.when we had sent out our 8,000 or 10,000
men to defend Canada.we should liave done all we
could, aud would be like a man who had lived upoii
his capital, instead of upon tne interest. We could
not spare.I doubt if we could even raise.a man
more, our nurseries, so to speak, of soldiers are
exhausted. In Ireland we used to be able, twenty
years ago, to recruit more men than we wanted.
Now we can hardly get enough to till the vacauries
in our weakened ranks. There is no use mincing
iuu uiuiLui, mu uisu, as a ruiv, »vui uui uuitst nutv.

They can iwstierthemselves by emigration; tliey have
an undefined, hut still a ualpable, hope that better
days are iu store lor them even if they remain at
home: and their feeling of having suffered wrong at
the hands of Kngland is stronger than ever. In a
word, be ttio reason what it may, for
one man among them that will take service now
we used even a dozen years atro to get twenty. And
in England it is lar more dittlcult to get recruits than
in lreiaud. Men will enlist for the marines because
they see the soldiers of that corps returning home
after a three or four years' cruwe with large arrears
of pay, and oiten not a little prize money in their
pockets. They will also take service in the guards,
for the guards never leave London or Its lminediato
neighborhood, unless some urgent foreign war ca Is
lor their services (1 speak here of the l'oot Guards,
lor the LUe Guards and Horse Guards.the "Householdltrigade,'' as they are called.have never been
out of Kngland since 181«). But then 110 man is
enlisted iu either the marines or the guards unless
he has a good character, and the "toilers," who as

dened with much of that article. The real pith of
the couuuy, the great middle class that forms the
bulk of every other array in Europe, is Kept out
of our service by this purchase system, by which
those omy who can command a certain sum of
money are eligible either to commissions in the army
or to promotion when they have got commissions.
But this purchase system.the standing cursc of our
army.must lorui the subject of another letter.
Deduct from our ariny, a* it now stands, a,ooo men

with that to rciufurce Canada, and add to our Irish
garrisons as many more, we should then have absorbedail oar resources, and we sboald not have a
soldier to seud to any o:iier colony, nor a man with
which to replace the continual deaths among our
troops in India, in a word, we should be at «lie
mercy 01 any foe who liked to Invade the lan l.
Then comes the question as to leaders. Wifli the
ingle exception of Lord Strathnairn, better known
by his ioruier title of Mr Hugh Kose, we have not a
single general oillcer who is capable of commanding
a large ariny in the field. Of brave men we liavo
enough and to spare. If pluck and courage were
all that was required of a 'eader our army would be
as well commanded as any In the world, but Lord
strathuairn was born in Imjii, and at sixty-six years
of age au oillcer who has seen a great deal of actual
service lu all countries, and has resided several
jears in India, is no longer young. No
toubt a campaign or two would make seve-
rai good generals.that is, it would turn men
who are at present without experience into
experienred soldier-*, and teach them what was
retiuned ol them in the Held. Hut in these davs
no government can afford the time in which to educateits generals. A war is now always short, sharp
and decisive. Our English generals still believe lu
ilie maxims and tactics of the Crimea. Some even
look upon the I'etiiusu.ar experiences or Wellington
as their text book. They mWht just as well adopt
the old tlint musket as tue weapon with which to
aim their Iroons.

^ our reaui'rs will, I truat, be good enough to look
upon thus letter a* mereiy a preface or preliminary
chapter to Hie account 1 atu going to give them of
our English army, navy awl iortitted places. Uy the
next mail 1 hope to enter Into more details. Let me
coucluiiu. in order to show that I am uot singular in
my opinion respecting the present condltlsn of our
army, by quoting the words of Field Marshal Sir
John liurgoyue, an engineer oitlcer, who be^an hi*
military career sixty-two years ago, and who haa
fought againht almost every foe that England haa
had during that period. Sir John la Justly regardedthroughout England as the greatest authorityin all matters connected with his branch of the
service, and here la an extract from a letter lie
wrote to the Times a few days ago:.

I fully bellere th\t we could not go to war at nreeent with
any of the great Powers without being subjected to humiliation*and lotset which the high spirit of th * country would
u«»t brooc for a moment, and of whicn the consequences
would fall chiefly upon the unfortunate general* who happeed to t»e In high otnmauil at the commencement of hoeti.itles.To protide for Mich an event what ia clear.y require1 1i some meant, without undu y burdening the country,of Increasing our muans of defence when war broke out,
tuat we shomd nut be eiposed to sudden danger.

Tbn <'oinnienla of the Kngllih Prew on the
Alnliauia (luiint.

mo Saturilaij lifvieto of the 8th devotes & two
column editorial to tne relations between England
and America at the present moment, as reflected by
Mr. Sumner's speech:.
The menacing language of Mr. Sumner, who Is

unanimously accepted as the exponent of American
policy, renders it necessary calmly to consider the
contingency of a rupture with the United States. *

* * The power oi the United States to inflict
exceptional injurv on England begins and end* with
i aruiila and the West Indian colonies. The islands
would probably be defensible, though in some in-
stance* they might be exposed to daugcr; and perhain it, might not be impossible to hold Nova Scotia.
vaaoooTM i Inland nd BntMi Columbia an wttftta
eii) reach of >an I ranclsco, which will id a few
weeks i>e connected with the Atlantic ports by railroa<l.It would be impossible to offer any resistance
on the I'acitiu seaboard: and the only question as to
the principal part of the Dominion would relate
to the disposition of the colonlsH themselves.
If their undoubted repugnance to annexation were
strong enough to Induce them to defend their Independencewith vigor, It would be the plain duty of
Kiiglaud to devote all her resources to their aid. It
Is true that a population of four millions, supported
by ail the available force wblcti could be detached
from Kngiand. must ultimately succumn to the uuscrupuiius (Torts of an enemy numbering thirty-five
millions; but It is doubtful whether the American
ftcople would persist In a profligate enterprise when
it became futly evident that success was only to be
a;tallied by conquest, in the war with the Southernconfederacy the national conscience was
satisfied at first with the duty of preservingnational unity, and afterwards with
the emancipation of the negroes; but an
Invasion of Canada must tie consciously undertaken
in the exclusive pursuit of revenge and ambition.
American statesmen would probably sooner or latei
reflect on the Inconvenience of bavins an imurril
an<l disaffected race at the northern aa well aa th»
southern extremity of the federal territories. It li
Impossible to form a confident Judgment before
hand either of Canadian resolution or 01 Ameri< >ti
policy. It I* only certain that aggression on Kng;i»l
rlgliw will t>e neither costless nor bloodlesa, unles
Indeed the character of the nation has rapidly ue
generated with ihe change In the aplrlt of Hi
institutions. It haa not been generally loum
that democracy, tfith all Ita defect*, ha
tended to spiritless repudiation of bnrden
some rights and duties. In such a quarre
there wii. imj no moral unc«rtalnty. m the aggresso
will be wholly and wiifuily in the wrong. Mr. Sntn
ncr'a ungenerona quotations from the speeches o
Mr. Cobden, Mr. lirlght and Mr. Korster impl
an erroneous belief that ardent sympathy witl
America involves disloyalty to England. lie will d
disappointed If he hones that, should he force on
war, lie will be aided by a disaffected faction.
The l/mdon Spectator once more enters the hreecli

and in an editorial, evidently written with care, ex

presses regret for that miscarriage of Knglish lai
which led to the cacape of the Alabama. That wa

a miscarriage, says the tpnetator, and a preceden
of evil omen, and, having thus acknowledged th

n .11 lna/1 araj fnf Ihn Snffummont I
cvu, nil t-iiak cuibiuu'i - .« .« "w av.w.u._,.HV ,

pay for auch part of the Iwmsm caused by this act i
U' KiiKcnce (that is, as regards the Individual <1epr<
datlons or the Alabama herself) as could not lie falrl
ascribed to the negligence of the American navy I
watching for tne Alabama, or even, to stretch apoin
for all the losses caused by that ship, but not fa
those of any of her consorts. The argument of th
Njtmtator continues in this strain for some lengtl
and then it sandwiches in Jonn Bright, and whi

i ha would and would not do regarding lite extraordl

$

OliK HERALD, THURSDA
nary claims of Senator Sumner, with the follow lug
conclusion:.
We are responsible for the sins of our jrovernment,

of which, however, uo section of our people believes
the early and not premature acknowledgment of (ho
belltgereut rights of the South to have been one.
We are no more responsible for the sins of individualsamong our people than are the United States
for those w ho have sympathized with ami egged on
the Kcuian movement. And before we could be
compelled to admit what uo fragment of the people

»- ««« tha a<1 li IdaInnbelieves 10 in' true unu 11 uuv ui>ui> -

the resource* of aa empire, probably now aa rich an

America because unexhausted by any recent conflict,much more concentrated, far readier for a

Uteat struggle than the United Stated, nearly if not
quite as populous, and containing a much larger
class available for the army and navy without drainingaway the springs or wealth than the United
States, would have to bo used and exhausted.with
what result neither party would be wise In attemptingto predict. A huger and mote fearful
calamity to the world at large it is impossible to
conceive than such a war.except the calamity,
which would be greater still, of the loss of selfrespectand the respect of other nations which
would be involved in such au event as any mean
submission on the part of Kngland to an act or vulgarand ostentatious intimidation by another rower.
We do nor write this because we in the least believe
that the United States mean war, but only because
we do bellcvo that there is as false au opinion prevalentin America as to what might be extorted
from us by a threatening diplomacy as there was In
Kngland nine years ago as to what Southern diplomacyof very much tho same kind could extort irom
the North. It is important that this error of Americanopinion should be rectified, or It may lead the
ITesident Into steps from which lie cannot draw
back without a loss of self-respect to America, and
the inevitable Issue of which, therefore, would be the
most fearful event of our century.a tierce aud prolongedwar, waged not for a principle, between
races of equal power aud of the same blood, languageand religion.
The London Telegraph drains a cup of cold comfortfrom the mauner in which the American governmentis practically treating the Cuban insurgents:.
* * * American Alabama! are almost openly

fitted out for Cuba at the precise moment when the
Americans are demanding from Kngland damages to
be counted by scores of millions sterling for the
depredations of a cruiser which we perhaps
even strained the law In endeavoring to
detain, aud tho American administration
practically recognizes tho belligerency of the
nameless and purposeless Cuban insurgents, at the
very time when it affirms that Kngland can never
make sufficient atonement for recognizing the belliirerenevof n Power which ofmessed a cauital.
regular and long settled governments, distinct interests,anil an undoubted military strength wherewith
to maintain them. True It is that after the indulgence.nay,almost the encouragement.which Mr.
Johnson's government bestowed upon the Fenian
ravagers of Canada and Invaders of Ireland, we did
not need anything to furnish us with an elective tn
quoque against the United States by which to meet
their charges of failure to maintain neutrality. But
the action, or rather inaction, of the Washington
government in the Cuban atr.ilr, furnishes a still
more striking instance of the extent to which enlightenedand reasonable men can rorget both consistencyand the obligations of public law when passionsor araoitious desires are roused.
The Weekly Register, a Catholic paper, reviewsthe difficulty in an off-hand manner, and

speaks in a toue that cannot be very highly relished
In England. The article in the Register proposes to
deal with the question as It Is. and not reopen the
iiuestlon as to whether the federals or Confederates
were in the right, aud to which side it was the duty
ol England to lean.
The renl explanation of our conduct, says the

Rrjii'ter, in the matter we hold to be this:.That no
matter ltt what country rebellion rises, England
sides with that rebellion, aud shows her sympathies
with 111e rebel!. If, during the civil war in America.sides could have been changed, as In a game of
cricket.ir Hie conieuerates nau been me established
government of the cooatiy and the federals had
risen against that government.our sympathies
would have l>eeu with the North and not with the
South. Just, ns if, at any future day, It could !>e
possible that the government of Rome was In the
hands of a secular power, and the clerical authority,
beaded by the Pope. was to rebel against that
power, Knglatul to*a man would be Papistical
and Catholic in licr sympathies. Thus, and only
thus, can we account for the mania which
possessed almost every man and nearly every
newspaper a few years ago. \\ e had not then had.
and it is 10 be hoped thai we uever shall have.occasionto feel what It is for a so-called friendly nation
to heip as far as possible a revolt against the constitutedauthorities of the land. If Ireland wns In
open reunion, and if the American government at
once dedarcd the Irish to have all the rights of belligerents;if piratical cruisers manned b.v Americans
and sailing under the Irish tljg, but which hud never
anchored in Irish waters, were looked upon as regularmen-of-war, although they did nothing but
prey upon our commerce upon the high seas; if we
and our me;chants lost millions b.v the culpable
nuifl lirenee of the American government: then, and
only then, would we fully understand what w>- did
tolM erne dbltki im hatred or America, which
Mas bow attained its head, end winch constitutes
our present most serious American dlillcnitv.

But It is useless to look to the past. Let the dead
bury their »'.ead. The question now Is how is this
diillculty to bo overcome r What are we to pay for
the bygone pleasure ot subbing America when she
was at her weakest T There can lie no doubt but
the present crisis is one of no mere child's play. In
this the correspondent of every paper, to say nothingof everv private letter from the State*, fully
concurs. The I'nU Stall (}an-ite, for Instance, ts a
paper that all throughout the conflict favored the
South, and still continues to do so. Yet how does
it* American correspondent write, and that correspondentstake their views from the papers they
work for Is well known:.
Our pi!opl« bare not (wrltn thl* eorretpomlent) forgotten

that, wbvn our enemy wu at our throat and our llle teeine<l
at hit inerey, your leading men and your leading journals did
more tban cheer him on. They tpofce of ut, wrote or tin,
tiuatod ui an dogs lighting their natural matters. Nay, we
were Terrain.loathtome vermin.not even of a pure breed of
rurmin, but spawneu upon ia»i ratio, numkniiirwnufanr
how. That at * i ranklea and « .< today, for *tkimw
now, aa we knew then, that It waa prompted b* . most tin
u«rc loathing. It ta a ' sentimental' wuund that worst of
all wounda.that hum us.

Here U a brief bnt true statement of the cane;
ami, a* the same authority mate*, "Mr. sumner'a
speech has hern well received by the country at* a

Jtood exj>re--don of the prevalent reeling on the snl>ect."What that speech was all reader*of the daily
papers must know full well. The i|ue*Mon remains,
how are we to get out or the dlilkulty we nave got
lnto» -

The Relations Between Kn*!anH and Amerirn.
The following letter has been addressed by Mr.

Gold win Smith to the editor of the London liee/tire:.
Sir The information respecting the prospects «t Knglish

emigration, which I waa request* I to procure, had been ix>|.
lected to the licet uf my ability, and I WAS about to acini It lor
publication In your columns; hut the speech of Mr Sumner
haa had ao grent an effect In rcelring American hostility in
Kngland, and the continuance uf friendly relations between
the two countries appears at thla moment to l>e In such peril,
that I fear the promoters and organisers of Kugllsh emlcraIIin cannot for the preaent prudently turn their IbouithK In
tbla direction.
Judging from what I know of the general temper of the

American people, an from the language respectlrui Mr. Sum
iter's speech which I hear held In conversation, I should say
there would l>e no rupture hut, >it the same time I bol myself
prepared for a turn of alfn rs which w iuM oblige hugllsb residentsto leave ttala country. Your*, Ac.,

UOLDWIN .SMITH.
Bistow, April 18, isfiu.

The Confeilernte <invrriimenl nn<l If* Agent*.
The Liverpool papers of the 6th nut. contained the

following:.
vice rnanceiior James nan oernre mm yesterday

morning the case of the United stutiM of America vs.
MclUie, In which thegovernment of the raited Mates
called upon Mr. Colin J. Mcltae, who, during the
American civil war, wan the agent in England of
the Confederate government for large quantities of
goods ami money, which. It was said, had i>een sent
to him by the Confederate government, and were in
his possession on the conclusion of tho war. Counsellor Mr. Mcltae said that thin suit was founded on
the hallucination that large sums of money were
In the bands of the Confederate agents in this countryat the time of the dissolution of the Confederate
government. Kvery line and syllable of the correspondencebetween the government and Its agents
breathed the utmost desperation as to means. The
correspondencejdid not show that Mr. Mcltae had In
a solitary Instance received a remittance from
America, lie was sent to this country simply
to carry on negotiations for a loan ol
jt-i.oon.O'N) to the Confederate government, and to see
that interest was paid to the contrai tors of the loan
In accordance with warrant* issued by the Conledftrate.secretary to the Treasury. As the correspondenceshowed that at the conclusion of the war Mr.
McKae had not In his possession any property be>
longing to the Confederate government, it would N
Idle for the court to order accounts to lie taken
which would involve a cost of between £2,000 ami
£.1,000. sir It. I'almerand Mr. Wickeas were counsel
for the plaintiff, and Mr. K. K. Ray, Mr. Martin and
Mr. Benjamin for the def"tidant. The Vice Chancel
lor said that with reference to the main queattoti Ir
thetuit.namely, whether anv money or gooda ol
the plaintiff* in their own rwht, as distinguish*!from the right of successor to tho Confederate gov
eminent, had ever reached the hands of the defend
ant.there was not a tittle of evidence. The plaintiff's case, therefore, In the Judgment of lb* Court
wholly tailed, and the bill must be dismissed witl
costs.

1. FRANCE.

w The Appronrhinc Klcrtlona.Virwe of I'M
. dldnlp.

t TTi* followtn* exceii«ut letter ha* tx»en a<lilrww»»'

e by I'rcvoet I'aradol to tlio elector* of Nautea. Tb
. writer h»* been in»ite<i onw to Income a ran>liiati
,f ami on the oceaelo* of the nerond requeat by til

townnnien he exprewl hiunt«*ir, in acceptation 1

j the inrltatlon to represent the city:.
Thura li on* qiintlon which run abo»a ill nthara. an

which calla for Immadlata aolutloa Erirj elTort mad* h
I, Franca alnf* 17W baa ItMn with lh« ohjaot of dratroyln|( pal

final gorarnnmnt or of prarantlnt IU relnrn, It la traa thi
our ar.lanl and conllrttng eoontrj inaf ha»* baan miatatan

n to tha maani of acoompllabmi that nobla work, h<it It ha
oarar changed In Ita daalra to accompluh it. That dralra ha

I. baaa for tba laat eighty r«ar« lha reaaon and heart of rrann
,» I ahall not atop In anow to an elactoral hotly a» anlightana"

at that of Nantee that paraonai government la to-da
k standing la tfca tmJtet of ua. Bereft of parliaaeotarr gui
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ganlees, which the republic and (lie monarchy Im.l both consecrated,wo are neltlier our masters lu war nor In peace.Our Interests have sudere.l thereby, a* you are aware, but
our bouur baa suffered ail.I more. II Ibis situation continues
II run Inn ;er, not oniy »ba wo eiuose ourselves to grave

perils, but wo ahail not e*c:tpe I'ruui the greatest of all our
national pride will bo drained dry, and we ahall craw to
oataem ourselves. May electors, whatever be their personal
preference a, not low n:chl of thia dancer. Auioiik the caudld.itaapreaenlail to thein let them avoid thoae who, however
honorable thoy lie, have personal government inscribed on
'heir color*. As for myself, abould 1 be elected to reprewnt
you, I shall continue tu place the struggle against personal
government lu the lira! rank of my duties, and Its fkial downtalllu our country will always be my dearest hope.

The Election Furore.A Now Suggestion to

Cuuditliitutt.
M. Emile Ollivier publishes tlio following letter,

addresaed to M. Uancel, in tins Libert/' of the overling
of May 4:.
Monbjcb.1,075 eleotor* of tin* third clreumaeriptlon of

Paila, whoae name* I do not know, Lav proponed you a* a
candidate againat me ou the ground that 1 have prored
myself "unworthy" o[ the conlidence of democracy. Vou
hart accepted this oll'er. in ao doing yon hare taken upon
youmelf to reproduce In my presence and to justify the accusationof "un Worthinesa" which If tho reaaou for your
candidature. I hereuy publicly call upou you to fulfil this
engagement. Send me two of your friend* to confer with
two of mine. They together will (elect a large place for
meeting, name a president, and engage »borthand writer*.
When these preliminaries have been arranged we will both
present ourje:re* before a public meeting. You, a* the ac
cuaer. will apeak Drat, and auppnrt your allegation of my un
worthiness. I will answer. Our speeches wi.lbe reported, and
the next day i'aris and France may pronounce betweeu me
and you. I'beg you to excuse me for writing to you throuuh a

new*, aper, u* 1 do not kuow your addreaa. Accept luy salutation*,.Sc., EM ILK OLL1VIKK.
isi Itue Saiut (iul.laume, i'aiis.
Tho challenge 10 an oratorical duel, as proposed

l<y M. Ollivier, has been declined by M. Bauc-el.

Tito French Prons on tho A!nbninn Question.
Tlio Opinion National# of Pari9 of tho 5th has

tho following comments on the above topic:.
The interminable aifairof the Alabama still keeps

the public uiind in suspense in England; and the
highly irritailug tenor of certain American Journals
cannot fail, in the long run, to set the public feeling
on edge. However pacific may be the temper of
our neighbors, however they may be disposed to
avoid a couilict that would entad serious trouble
upou their commercial interests, it must be borne m
mind tnai reserve ami prudence have their limiiB.
In one word, it cannot lie said that England tears a
war with the United States, although she endeavors,
in every way compatible with the honor of a great
nation, to avoid it.
Xhe Time* takes up the more than violent speeches

that have been uttered in Congress and the Senate
at Washington, tending to prove that nollnug but a
war a outraiwe with Ureal Britain can solve the
dlttlculty, unless she agrees to relinquish Canada to
the b'uited States. The city organ suggests that
tnese speeches must not l>e considered serious. It
cannot, however, be doubted that they will cause au
liTiiatiug impression with our ueighbors.

AUSTRIA.

The Amstro-Huimaiinn I'nioit and tho (aorinnn
Prew.

The union between Austria and Hunzarv is be-
coining closer. Ttic government of Vicuna Man
shown a curetul consideration lor Hungarian susceptibility.and at the present day the greatest contldeucesubsists between tlie empire and the kingdom.Tins intimacy seems to tic displeasing to
Prussia. The Worth tiannmi Gcizrtte would apparentlybe glad tome a divergence between Vienna and
l'eath, and it tliereloro endeavors to sow discord betweentiie two Ministries. The l'esth Lloyd replies
to the Prussian journal la remarkably clear language.It says:.
The Hungarian Ministry is Mtlifi ad with lha share of the

executive which the law allows it with rcapeet to foreign
attain. It lias used its right auit will continu" lo do so within
the lunlta traced out by the i,ei;l»l»tiire. Hut as long an the
Andrusty Ministry and fount de Hiunt shall remain in power
Hungary aud Austria will form bat mie State In pNMOM of
foreigners. Prussia uiust needs resign hemulf to that state
Of tliiuns.

Tlie I'estl Jfafilo expresses tliosame idea In a leadingarticle. lu tlie opinion of tliat jourual tlie contractwhich attaches Hungary to the throne of the
Hupsburg dynasty is dehuittly concluded. The last
elections. It says, have proved tae fact, and the
majority commanded by the Ueak party in the l»iet
of l'esth is, It thiuka, a sure guarantee of the truth
oi its assertion.

GERMANY.

Tlic KumIoii of North nml Soutli crnr.iny.
The CoMtitiuionuwl of Paris of the 6tli stales that

the fusiou of .Soutti Germany with the Confederation
of tlie North becomes less probable every day. A
combination of this nature may indeed have boeu
proposed to the loruier, and the Baden government,
more disposed thau the pppultttOBOl thai country to
yield to rrussian iniluenee, may possibly have consentedto make useil a riiedliiiii for Lhc realization of
such a project: hut neither Havana nor Wurtemherg
would consent to a measure calculated to place them,
even though indirectly, under Prussian control, he
old German military commission is ludcod an circle
Institution.

NORWAY AND SWEDEN.

Revision or ihe Act or Union.
The two Chambers or the Swedish Diet have just

discussed thd royal propositiou relative to the revisionol the Act of Union between .Sweden and Norway.This suggestion was lutcnded to realize the
idea, constantly pursued by King Charles, of drawlugcloser the ties which unite ihe two Scandinavian
kingdoms and to assimilate their legislation, trie
differences of which are essential, from a political
point of view. Norway, enjoying democratic Institutionsand an almost absolute autonomy, e.\lieriencesias may be conceived, the greatest repugnanceto saiTitice the slightest portion of
her prlvil>-K''s lor a union the advantages of
whit'ii do nui appear very clear. In Sweden, for
other reasons, the proposition also encounters a persistentoppoiition. in the Upper Chamber the committeecuargcd wiih tiim examination of tho affair
advocated the pjs'.poneuient of the question as involvinga reiorin of the fundamental taw, ami that
course, in spite of the instances of the government,
was adopted by a large majority. The i,ower Chamberpronounced still more empuatlcally in the saino
sense. Ihe matter is, therefore, put off till the Diet
of 1870, but it will certainly be again postponed, becauseit canuot be considered by the Norwegian
Sturthing till 1H71 ithe annual nieetlug of tbat
Assembly then commencing), and the decision has
iieeu adoped to treat the question simultaneously in
botu count, les.

TIIL LOSS OF THE BH!C OJIlU.t.

I'nrtiiDlnr* of ihe Dlaastrr.Statement of the
tjiptuin.Names of Thoop l.o»l.

Kkv Wk.st, Kla., May 1a ISA®,
Tlie survivors of ihe crew of the brig Omaha, John

Toothaker, master, frotn Key West bound to I'eusacol3,which was lost on the 1st Inst., have arrived
here. The following Is Captain Toothaker's state
ment of the disaster:.
He gut under way at Key West hartior at nine

o'clock Thursday morning. April a, with a flue
breeze from the south-southeast and plea-taut
weather. The weather continued fair and Hie wind
light, and nothing special happened until the morningof the 1st of May. when the wind liegan to
freshen. At half-past seven o'clock furled royal
and gaff topsail. At lialf-past eight the weather
had a slight appearance or being squally. Called
all bands to shorten sail. I did not at that
time think we should liavo more than a short
rain squall, nut commenced taking in sail, clcwedupfore topgallantsall and hauled down the main top
matt staysail. At a quarter to nine o'clock was
struck by tne most terrific squall or tornado I ever

experienced. I Immediately let go the fore topsail
and mala halyards. Itotli sails came down, but Immediatelywent to pieces. In tfie meantime the
main topsail and loresail got aback and gave the
vessel a violent steruway. she soon fell off and the
Mils got full. We were at this time taking in the
foresail and had got one clew bauied up when
another fearful gust of wind struck the vessel and
threw her on her beam ends, wnen she Immediately
turned keel up. When we endeavored to save oarselvesby clinging to the channels we were washed off
several times. Kvery few minutes some one would
be washed off and drowned. The vessel remained in
this p- sitlon abont an hour and a half, when sho
gradually turned on her 'team ends, and 1 found but
two seamen on the wreck with mo. I saw Mr.
Jones, tne second mate, on the yawl boat, which was
bottom up, about eighty yards rrom us. The boat
drifted to windward until nearly out of sight, when
Mr. Jones succeeded in getting the iioat on her bottom,and after much hard latior brought her alongsidethe wreck. The boat was badly stove on both
sides, one gunwale had been torn off and she was
lull of water. Tne estimated latitude at this time
was 3A degrees .to minutes and longitude s:i degrees
40 minutes. Usui began to fall during the squall
and continued falling at intervals throughout the
day. The full force of the squall lasted about an
hour. At about Ave P. M. saw a brig steering to the
southeast. She came near enough for us to see her
Hull, dm ane am not nonce 11*.

ira Monday, May 2, At aiiniiMC nw a bark e»«ertng to
theaoutneaat. She aliocam* near enough r« rui to ice

« her hull, bnt ah* did not notice ua. During the day we
aurceeded In picking up tome boxea of canned meat*
and regetable*, wmcli had floated out of the hold.

1 On tfunday uight the eea wan very rough and we wore
e near twing wa*hed off tno wreck acrerai tlmea. and

loat moat of IM MOTIMOM W» MM picked np. We
had no water, and anffered extremely from thlrat;
and at Diffht we suffered very much from the coldifncMof the air. for we ware wet all the time and
very acantilT clothed. The clothing we had on at
tho time of the aquall *m moatly thrown off to

d enable oa to reach the wreck alter being waahod
f. away.
lt on Monday. Hay 3, the wind began to moderate
* during the fun-noon, ami the aea getting arnootlt
a we managed to vet the boat on the wreck and to
* patch her with ranvaa; ami atioutau o'clock wa put
J: off from the wreck, wlih only a few rana of meM
, and no water, to try to reach the cvaat, then eatl*mated at atfVeoij Ore uilea dlatant. we bad 00a

SHEET.
whole oar, two broken one*, and a small piece of
canvan for a nail and a boat book for« wast. We
steered as near as we could an east-northe®it courao.
We liaa no compass. We had remarkably favorable
weather, and reached the coast on Thursday, the tftti,
iu the afternoon, I think near Cape Roman, wtiero
we were fortunate in finding lresh water. After
refreshing ourselves and securing all the lresh water
we could we airalu started and endeavored to reach
Key West. Hut on Saturday morning our water
affajn gave out. We landed on a key to procure
muie, wnen we saw a iigntnouse to iuu
Not finding any water ou the key wo started tor the
lighthouse, but being greatly exhausted wo made
very little progress. We tluallr readied the lighthouseabout live o'clock 1'. M. It proved to be the
l>ry Hank lighthouse, where we were welcomed and
soon made comfortable by Its goutleiuauly Keeper
and lus assistants.
The names of the survivors are John Tootlniker,

master; John C. Jones, second mate, aud Michael
Cullen and John May, seamen. The names or those
who were drowned are West Jtnnkwater, mate;
John Thompson, yook; W. Scott and It. llenjamln.
Beameu, and Jolin Toothaker, cabm boy, wlio was
the captain's son. There was also a pasacu^or lost
whose name Is unknown.
The Omaha had on board an assorted cargo of

about oOO barrels taken ou board a'. New York.

THE EIGHT HOUR LAW.

.Senator WiUon Before ibe CharleMowu Navy
Yard Workmen.

Ciiaklrstown, Mass., May 10, 1«89.
During the past three or four weeks the worklnginenof the Charlestown Navy Yard have been Industriouslyengaged In agitating the Eight llour law

of Congress and the manner in which It has been
applied to them by the Secretary of the Navy. They
have held no less than half a dozen meetings to eonaidertheir grievances and devise means of relief,
and at the last one a committee was appointed to
wait upon Henry Wilson, one of the Massachusetts
Senators, and invite hun to address them upon the
all-absorbing topic. Mr. Wilson accepted the Invitation,and api>eared before the Navy Yard employes
this evening. He was warmly received, and during
his address was frequently interrupted by applause.
Having been introduced, Senator WUson remarkedthat It was barely possible that his views might

not accord fully with those of the worklngtnen; for
he could utter no word tending to peipetuate and
deepen the apparent antagonism between capital
and labor, the employers and employes, the rich
and the poor. Capital and labor, he believed, were
not necessarily antagonistic to each other. Inspired
by justice, philantropr and the religion of Jesus
Christ they would be co-operative forces. The law3
of human nature, the spirit of Christianity, that
teaches the fatherhood of Cod and the brotherhoodof man perpetually proclaimed that "labor
has its rights as well as its duties; capital has its
duties as well as Us right3." Neither could he join
iu the now lashionable prophecies, predictions and
lamentations touching the men of their country.
To dilate upon the men of the nation had become a
morbid passion. He had heard of persons who had
dyspepsia, but he thought It consciencc. Some men
had schemes that In their selfishness became so absorbingthat they thought that all the world was goingthe way of their perishing bantlings. In spite,
however, of the fears of timidity and the morbid
liuaglulngs or disappointed seltlwhness, the country
was now moving right on with majestic strides in
cxpausiou, settlement, development, wealth, power,
grandeur, liapid 41* had been the increase in population,wealth had increased far more rapidly.
Forty years ago the wealth of the nation was about
one hundred una lii'ty dollars for each person; now
it averages more than six hundred dollars lor each
person, being more than a fourfold Increase. The
country hail never increased in material prosperity,
Iu the means of culture, more rapidly than during
t lie past, seven years. Annually the nation was adding
more than a thousand milium dollars to its accumulatedcapital. He had faith 111 the continuance of individualand national prosperty; for ttio elements and
instrumentalities of individual and national prosperityevery where abounded. While other nations
had men of a higher culture than could ho fouuu in
uiu unuea mines me iniuon nan more cuiuvuteu intellectualforces in her mas.M-s, more aspirations for
liKiiviUnal iinprovement ami higher hoped ior nationaladvancement than any nation ever possessed.
More persons In the United Mates were striving in
that hope and that confidence which assured success
tor national improvenient and social advancement
than could l>e tound in any nation beneath the sun.
Hot could be echo the cry that "the rich are growing
richer and the poor poorer." There was uot, he added,
the semblance of truth in that 'flippant utterance
of ignorance, or distrust, or deinagogisin.
The rich were growing richer, and the number of
men who counted their possessions by tens of thoustndshad largely increased, and was rapidly increasing.Hut itie poor were certainly rapidly growingin Knowledge, in property, in power and social
InloMM e. 1 tie world had MVK seen such progress
in the means or material, moral and intellectual
power, social comfort, enjoyment aud influence as the
workinumen had made In America during tue past
forty years. Then the wealth of the natiou averaged
init a small sum for each person. Men of large
wealth were few in number, farms and houses were
generally encumbered with dobt, and the houses of
workers for wages possessed few of the comforts
and none of the luxuries. Now hundreds of thousandsof farms were freed from debt, aud the homes
of the workers for wages were in possession of comfortsnot dreamed of by manual laborers forty years
ago. Then few were the carpeted Moors in
iho homes of farmers, tradesmen, mechanics,
workiugraen. and in few of those homes
was heard the music of the piano. Now carpets
covered the floors of the homes of the masses, at
least in the oldest States of the North, and there
were more pianos than music. In the newer sectionsof the country tens of thousand* of loir cabins
had disappeared, and home* or beauty ana refinementhad taken their place*, churches, school*,
newspaper* and libraries had wonderfully multiplied
to instruct and bled*. The learned profeMlona had
failed during the past third or a century to retain
their once commanding power and Influence. The
rarmera. the mechanic*, the builders or building*
and telegraphs, the merchants, the workers In the
varied Industrie* hail risen In power and political
Influence. Even the great landowners 01 the .Souththataristocracy or capital that gave law to the
nation.and their slave* (four millions or workers
and held as property), had ceased to tie capital and
had Joined the workers ror wages. Surely
tlio republic or the l ulled States, with Its million*
ot square miles and billions or acros; Its long lines of
sea coast, lakes and rivers; Its illimitable public domainami exhaustlos* initios; its rrce churches and
its rree schools; It* libraries and pre«ei: It* tulloi.
and Its highest honors o|>eu to all.with all these,
the Incitements to endeavor for personal Improvementand national advancement rendered this countrythe workininiiau's earthly paradise. No wouder
that the hopes or humanity centred npon It. No
wouder thai it annually drew to itself a quarter or a
million or the workingmen or the roreinosi nations,
lie pitied that man wii ceu'd not see amid the trial4, the weaknesses or lollies or the age. the glories
of the country.the man who did not hear ani.d the
noisy clamor* of the hour the majestic tramp ol this
advancing nation. Mr. Wilson assured the workingmenor CharleHtown thai he was not uninlndrul of
the hard lot of tolllutf men in this country and in
ttils age. The lot or that man or that woman that
eata bread earned by tlio sweat or the
lace wa* hard indeed, but In the United
States that lot was eusier in the present generation
than In the paat; ami to lliti-ilrale this he reierred to
the experiences and recollections or his boyhood.
I'oveny sat tlf his cradle; want was orten an unbiddenuuest in the home or his youth. At ten years
ot age he went rorth to earn hi* bread, nerved an
apprenticeship on n Turin for eleven yearn and receivedfur three years of hanl toll eighty-lour dollars.a hmin lets than many a Massachusetts
mechanic had received for lit* last month'* work.
That wa* within eighty miles of Charlcatown. The
people then had but little money, lie was not the
possessor, m the agmegate, of the amount of ten
dollar* until he became of age, and he nad not spent
the amouut of one dollar from hi* litrth to In*
majority. When he became of aire he hired himself
lor a mouth, drove team, cut wood, worked from
twelve to ilfteeu hour* per day, and all lor six dollar*a month, lie then worked for *«ven month* on
a farm foi nine dollar* a month and aiterward*
walked for day* to several of the manufacturingvillage* to obtain from hi* fellowmen leave to toll. Reing un*n< censfui he put
hi* pack upon hi* back and tramped from hi*
native town, a distance or one hundred
mile*, to hi* present home, to learn a mechanic'*
trade. On his way hepassod through Charlestown,
and although footsore and wear? he turned Mide for
a few moment* to gaze upon the height* of llunker
Hill. He had worked in the Held on long nmmer
day*, hoeing and mowing with some of the heat men
who ever handled a hoe or swung a scythe, and they
received fifty centa, sometimes four shillings a day.
not money, out corn at a dollar a bushel and pork at
a ahllllng a pound, lie had seen young women do
housework, milk cows, spin and weave for fifty cent*
and four *hlillnga a week, .such, he added, were the
reward* of lanor forty year* ago In this aection of
the coantry. Then the diversified Industrie* that
have now opened so many avenue* for the working-
men, and workingwomen, too. were not eatabitahed.
Constrained Idlunewi wa* Mr greater, at
lpa-u in Now Kngland, then than now.
The dlveraillcatton <»f indnatrlea, the eatabluhmentof Jnannfactonea ami the varum* mechanic art*
and handicrait* had given ateadler employment to
the toiler* of the present (lav. Oiacrlminatlug dutle*
in favor of the product* of American capital, labor
and nkili nad contributed Homowhat to diversify the
Industries bv which Worklngmen had so largely
benefited, lie had recently yieen earneit apiwul*
from *ery excellent person* to the WorklogiMfl to
repudiate the policy or discriminating in the assessmentof duties In favor of American capital and
labor, but he trusted the worklngmen would be In
no liaate to overthrow a system that had opened ao
many now avenues to laiK»r. Little was said forty
yeara ago about the houra of labor, co-operative
noneue* or laoor movement*. The labor movement*
of the past twenty yearn were not iiorn of ignorance,
degradation or uece**tty. These movement.*, la tiinir
varioua manifestations, came of the progro**l»e improvementof worklngmen, of niearer conception* of
their rlghia, Internet* and power*. The appll<'*U«i»
oi steam to manufacture* and the mechanic arts, the
marveiioiM Invention* and promotive power of maubinary,tbe diveralflcalloua of laduatrtea, schools,
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libraries and presses, had given opportunities mil
rewards to workliiKtuen, ho that the; carue to feel
that the mighty productive forces of machinery
should be shared ami enjoyed by labor as well ha
by capital. Skilled laborers and workers in mil s
aud shops caiue to see that health and social enjoyment,and moral and uiuiuai improvement wourl
come by the reduction oi the hours of loll to tea
hours, even If the rato of wages could not be maintained.Teu hours cauie and brought blessing* and
beneUis to all. The hours of labor had, since he becameof a;ie. been reduced from two to three hours
dally, aud wages had been increased from three t >
fourfold, lie could demonstrate that the hours of
labor In the free Slates had beou reduced at least
niiu.jivl»t <»n.l I ho u/d.r.u liu.l lut«t|) llWM'dltUAfl Uf

leant threefold.
During tha past leu years the application or machineryto productive industries hail wonderfully

increased the productive forces ol working men. The
farm, the mill, the workshop, showed Hie wonderful
improvements in nm instruments or labor. liy
the improved forces uuil tools of labor the
workingman In many industries could do
as much In one hour as he could formerly
lu ten hours. Increased forces, powers and enlarged
experience had brought many worklngnieii to tin
conclusion that eigiu noms should l>e established as
a day's work. They realized that the ten hour
movement, so generally acquiesced in, had been a
most marked success. They believed that eight
hours would be more in accordance with the moral,
mental, physical and social interests of woikin.'iiien.
To raise men and women wim hea thy bodies and
sound uuuds w:jb a far lughcrobject than the addition
or millions of dollars to the accumulated capital of the
world. Congress was asked by the workiugmeii to
make clglit nours a day's work in the navy yards,
arsenals and workshops ol the United Stales. The
House, under the lea l or Ceuerai Hanks, their representative,passed a bill to accomplish that object,
with slight opposition. 011 motion or Mr. OoiWMM,
of California, who, like (ieueral Banks, had been a
mechauic in his youuger days, the bill was taken
UP, considered and passed. Kvery Senator supposed
that eight hours was 10 be a (lay's work lorinechauica
and workingincu lu the service ol the government.a
day's work that was to bring a day's wages. There
wereSenatyrs who voted agulnst It avowedly because
it secured that object. No inau thought otherwise.
To have passed the bill for any other purpose wou:d
have been keeping the promise to the ear aud breakingit 10 the hope. To have passed the bill witn any
oilier intention would have beeu to make Congress
a set ol tricky demagogues. As the government had
put another construction upon the law, the llouse,
in 1 he closing hours of the session, passed, without
a division, a declaratory resolution, lie had striven
to get 11 through the Senate, but could not get the
Senate to vote upon It lu the pressure of the la>t
hours. Finding that the matter was coining up for
consideration in the Cabiuet he addressed a letter to
the Secretary of War to show what the workingineu
asked lor aud what Congress Intended to give. Tea
days after the letter was placed in (ieueral ltawllus'
hands the Attorney Ceuerai gave his legal constructionof the act, which was adverse to the wishes of
the worklngmen, who petitioned for the measure
and asked for what Congress intended in passing the
bill. This construction or the Attorney Ueneral
would stand and lite government would act upon
it unless it was set aside by ttie {'resident or by Congress.He had hoped the President would do so; he
was confident that Congress wou d at its next session.The llouie declaratory act, which was introducedby Ceuerai Hanks, was pending
in the senate, and he had faitti that that body would
viudicale the inicgiity or Cougress. As it had been
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Attorney General, senator Whson said lie
iriiHieU that tiie workmginen la the service of tUe
government would work, the leu hours, and look to
Congress to declare tlie meaning of the act. Confidencela their cause and laith in the Intention of
Congress would give strength to their cause and
friends. It might not be that the time had come to
reduce the hours of skilled labor to eight hours pur
day, hut it was sure to come through the application
of the marvellous forces of machinery to production,
lie thought there were other causes teuding to bring
about 'hat result. The oiecUon of warehouses, mills
and shops In the cltie* tended to force the labonug
population of the cities into cellars and garrets.
The reduction of the hours of labor would enable
merhuuR's aud workin^meu lo go further from the
centra* of the cities, ami tliey will thus secure
healthier homes for their families. There seemed to
linn to be another reason for the reduction of tha
hours of labor. The tendency was to wenu young
men Into clerkships or professions, or Into anything
rather than into trades. Even mechanics struggled
to get their sous iuto other employ taunts, as though
they themselves were ashamed of their callings.
These tilings had a most pernicious lnilueiica
upou the country. Would not a reduction of the
hours of labor tend lo draw young men Into the
trades and to make traies more attractive? lie h il
long thought that corporations, inauulai tureis. nl
mechanical companies anil firms should stuvet.i
luduce workiu-.un.-u to take interests, however
small, In the business In which they were engage I.
.So believlug, lie made an vilort in the Legislature
more than twenty years ago to have the stock of all
manufacturing compaules ma le Into onehunlrtd
ilnllurulilliixi wifhit vj.'W trt 1 fill IK'111 If WOl klUifIII H
to take an Interest in the companies tor wiucli tney
worked. He believed mat it would be better for
capital and labor If workinunten were Induced o
take an interest In ttie companies for wn.cli t'i- y
toiled, and would dignity iaiior and produce great r
care, Industry, thrift and temperance, and develop
personal responsibility. Co-operative associations
uiihapk working.uen snould oe encouraged, though
they often failed. Co-operative action in winch luou
are engaged of capital and business relations and
experiences would, he tnouitiit, be far more *uiessluland aaier. A business firm of noble men ha<l
recently entered upon an experiment which he
looked upon most Hopefully, llaviuj more th in a
hundred men ia their employ, laey voluntarily proposedlast year to divide Willi tiieiu teu per cent
of the profits of the year. The utcu thought little
of it as they expected little from it. At the close of
the year they called inelr meu together and paid ilium
the ten per cent of the profits, wulcii made to cacti m in
one hair hour's pay each day. This was to ihe men
a gratelul surprise. They tlien told tnein thai tins
year the* would pay twelve and a half per cent of
the profits. If any, aud expressed the wish that, as
tlicy ail had au interest in the results, each ono
should be careful aud see that nothing shouid be
wasted, anil tney hoped that all would strive to be
temperate men, as driuking tended to Impair their
strength. In a few days ninetv-soven out ol the 10#
WOrKlllglllCU VOIUIimni/ liruiinilt lu mc IIIIU a |"'V<n =
of total (MlMM Ho far that experiment had
brought forth glorious fruits Such action, map red
by Much lofty purnosei, by capitalists aud bu.iinen
men, would douotiess render lasting beneiits to the
euipioyur* and the employed, to capital and to labor.
Massachusetts fiu emphatically a manufacturing,
mechanical and workiuguicn's State. It wan tho
destiny of her people to toil.of law* portions of
them to labor for wa^es. Here capital and labor,
the employer and the employed, the rich and tho
poor, mould walk hand in hand, guided by il*e se i*e
of justice and the spirit of the di vino Master. Than
would capital perforin its highest and truest duties:
then would labor "look up," in the words of Daniel
Webster, on yonder heights, "and be proud in the
midst of Its toil."

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE.
!*Iorr> Pollro Outrage*.

"I!. J. II," a stranger, who has recently arrived
here from Kngland, complains of a brutal assault
made upon him by a policeman as tic was quietly
and soberlv proceeding to his lodgings, between the
hour* of eight and nine o'clock a few nights ago.
Ill* offence consisted In relnsingto answer the impertinentInquiry of the ponceinan as to his name
ml business, lie was carried to the station house,

locked up. fined ten dollars next morninn and had
to par two dollars additional to a runner to goto
Willi street and gut tlie aiuouat or tils Hue Iroui in*
bankers.

A <|u»*tlon lor .Mr. Mclirffnr,
"Constant Reader" would like to know hjr what

authority Mr. McCregor, superintendent of 1*00110
Buildings. allows the Krte Railroad Company to
transgress the lire aw* of tills city by erc-ting a
lariro rrurne building at tho foot of West. Twenty-third
otreet and another at the foot of Duaue street.

A llnw Hull Mulsnnce.
"J. 11." la decliledly opposed to the practice of

boy* playing liase ball In the streets, and as an unfortunatevictim of the nntssnce, having had both
eye* blatkene l. by a vagrant ball In Varick street,
calls for remedial measures In the premises.

The Administration of the Poor Inwi.
A gentleman residing In the Nineteenth ward, and

apparently well acquainted with the manner in
which the poor lawa are administered by the Departmentof Pnblio Charities and Correction, present*quite a lengthy list of complalnta against the
manifold shortcomings and evident partiality shown
by the Commissioner*, and particnlarly In regard to
the poor living in the npper portion of the city. H*
ay that or the ten "Vlsltoraof the Poor" appointed,
eight are designated to that part of the city below
Fortieth street. For the whole Twenty-second ward,
stretching from Fortieth to Klghty-slxth street and
from .sixth avenne to the North river, there Is but
one visitor, and ror the whole of the Nineteenth and
Tweilth wards together there hi but one vlnltor
im dutr. i hoau tun, iiiatri -> tm so extensive that It
In Impossible for the visitor* to b* J®** *® * }
poor. to nop after their wanij PfoPJrtf ><!
bring relief where It la rao»t J'.®* "!
the Immense rate of increase In the popu I ailon of
the Nineteenth ward our mfgeS*
the propriety of *"ttln*1 iKtfi- ,»*trlct by Itself and appomtlog JV^l"r '"J '*
fortifies hie augwstlon bT a reference to the fart
that the eight visitors In the southern part of the
iii, ire sufficient lor the work offering, needing no
uuiatAnce even amid the severities ol winter; but
LkTi (be two remaining visitor* for the Tweirth
end Nineteenth and for the Twenty-second ward,
have special assistant rialtor* to engage to serv»
during the months of January, February
and Marrh, which fact apeaka plainly In favor of
our correspondent's suggestion, and recommend* Itaeifafrongly to the consideration of the department.
Tn* Onmr Justice..Chief Jnstlce Chase Icftthia

city yeslerday for Charleston, where nla court opens
to-day. Daring his aojonrn here tne lawyer* were
strongly Impressed with the fact that It la delightrut
In their official relations to have to deal with a genItieman. And socially the Chief Justice waa not lea*
agreeable than officially..Kivhnwnd Whig, May 18.


